[Cardiac perforation by a gastric ulcer: an unusual cause of death, after an esophageal and gastric resection of an epidermoid esophageal carcinoma].
We report here the case of a 55 year old female that underwent surgery for a well differentiated squamous cell carcinoma of the esophagus (middle third). Four months after surgery, she complains of neck pain, for which she is prescribed non steroidal antiinflammatory drugs (NSAID). A CT-scan and a Barium swallow are then normal. After three weeks of treatment, the patient is admitted on emergency to the Intensive Care Unit for a resuscitation hematemesis and atrial fibrillation with a fast ventricular response. The symptoms are stabilized after the transfusion of a few packed red blood cells. A few hours later, however, a massive hematemesis recurs and the patient dies despite intense resuscitation measures. Autopsy reveals three gastric ulcers, one of which had perforated through the cardiac left ventricular wall.